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Waterwatch Vision 
Current and future generations empowered and actively involved in the sustainable use and management of catchments.


High School 
Waterwatch Plan
 

	Contact Name:  
	

	School: 
	

	Address:  

	


	Telephone:   
	

	Email:  

	

	Waterwatch Training completed:  (please tick)   

	 With local Waterwatch contact/Coordinator      
 Via online resources (instructions & YouTube)


	Training date:
	


	First Planned Upload Date:
	


		

The purpose of this agreement is to;
· Identify the purpose of your monitoring plan.
· Record the equipment, sites and methods used by your group.
· Outline management issues related to your monitoring
· Record your responsibilities in implementing Waterwatch 
 
 Essential elements of a Waterwatch Plan

 (
1. Why? 
Objectives:
 
Complete the monitoring objectives checklist and then identify your key objectives in order of importance. Set achievable goals.
) (
2. Where?
The site assessment checklist will assist to identify sites that will fit the monitoring plan of the group.
)


 (
3. Who?
Identify whether
 you are
 a school, landholder, Landcare or community group. What partnerships can be developed?
) (
4. When and How Often?
The time a group has available for monitoring should be factored into the plan. It is often a key limiting factor.
)



 (
5. What?
The purpose of the monitoring plan will determine what your group will monitor.
)


 (
6. Resources and Training:
Equipment
Training
Only approved Waterwatch equipment to be used.
 Training will be provided by Waterwatch
.
Training will be provided in all aspects of monitoring required by the monitoring plan. The equipment section of the manual will identify the kits and resources you will need.
)



 (
7. 
How will the data be used to implement actions?
Data will be used by 
NSW
 Waterwatch to establish baseline data for 
local
 Catchment reporting on water quality and catchment conditions.
Analyse and interpret data, draw conclusions and make recommendations that will lead to actions.
)











Level of Participation

We will participate in the following Waterwatch activities:
	WATERWATCH ACTIVITY
	YES/NO

	· Water quality monitoring - monthly
	YES

	· Spring / Autumn Water Bug Survey
	

	· Quality Assurance Trials (QA) - annual
	YES

	· Waterwatch activities in your area:  (please specify)

	

	· Parameters: (list)

	Temperature, pH, Electrical Conductivity, Turbidity, 
Available Phosphate, Dissolved Oxygen

	· Testing frequency:
	ESSENTIAL- Twice per school term (8 x per year) minimum, but can test more regularly if you wish. Try to keep monitoring in a uniform pattern. Eg: Once a week, first Monday of the month, 1st and 5th week of term etc…




Tick the boxes that apply to the aims of your monitoring plan
· Providing information about natural resource condition at the site           
· Enhancing knowledge and understanding of catchment issues.                       	   
· Monitoring of on-ground works projects.                                               	   
· Identifying pollution events.                                                                  	   
· Other (please specify)
      

Waterwatch Kits

Equipment Sponsorships                                                                                                        Equipment may be provided by a sponsor such as your local council, Local Land Services, other grants and sponsorships etc.
Name of sponsor (if applicable) 


Equipment that is provided by a sponsor normally remains the property of the sponsor. Please state below the arrangements agreed to for your group.


The kit with remain on-loan to <Volunteer name> whilst a minimum of 8 tests a year are being carried out and uploaded to the NSW Waterwatch online database
http://root.ala.org.au/bdrs-core/nswww/home.htm 

At such time when you no longer choose to be involved, the kit is to be returned to the ###LLS/CEN/Council/Landcare etc###, so that it can be utilised by another school or group.


Waterwatch Kit Contents (tick the appropriate box)
  Junior Kit 
  DC1200/Smart Senior colorimeter Waterwatch Kit					
  Macroinvertebrate Kit 

	Test
	
	Equipment

	

	Temperature
	
	Thermometer
	

	pH
	
	pH strips
	

	Electrical Conductivity
	
	ECScan low
	

	
	
	ECScan high
	

	
	
	EC Dual Range
	

	Turbidity
	
	Turbidity tube
	

	Available Phosphate
	
	DC1200 colorimeter
	

	Dissolved Oxygen
	
	Winkler Titration Method
	

	Macroinvertebrates
	
	Macroinvertebrate kit
	




Recording Data on the Online Database

Choose a username and password in consultation with your local Waterwatch contact, to be used to enter or review your data in the ‘ADD RECORDS’ section of the NSW Waterwatch online database at http://root.ala.org.au/bdrs-core/nswww/home.htm 

Username:	__________HS

Password: 	P@ssw0rd


Workplace Health & Safety

Incident management

In case of a pollution incident, the group coordinator, <volunteer name>, will contact your local Waterwatch contact by telephone to report the incident as soon as possible.

Training and safety: Training and re-training will be provided in all aspects of implementing the program.  Anyone using the kit must be familiar with safety procedures and first aid. 

Our group will strive towards best practice to ensure that results can be used by organisations such as Local Land Services, NGOs and local government, by:
· Using NSW Waterwatch methods equipment and testing procedures in accordance with the NSW Waterwatch manual.
· Ensure safety procedures and first aid awareness are followed.
· WH&S risk assessment is completed for your site, and risk review & PPE is ensured each time you monitor at your site.
· Quality Assurance including calibration of equipment, maintenance of kit and equipment and participation in yearly QA events.


Insurance
All Waterwatch groups must have their own insurance policy to cover any injury, loss or damage for its members and any other persons or property while participating in Waterwatch.  

Communications
Waterwatch is about learning and communication. Our Waterwatch group will share our results and achievements with others through:
· Water Quality data entered on the NSW Waterwatch Online Database.
· Communication with the local Waterwatch contact.
· Reports, displays or presentations to sponsor (details).
· Contact local media and NRM bodies to report your activities and findings to help promote the program, and local issues.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Waterwatch Agreement for ? High School

agrees to:

1. Develop a monitoring plan that identifies the purpose of monitoring.
2. Monitor as consistent with your monitoring plan.
3. Monitor at least one site that will be identified on the NSW Waterwatch online database.
4. Use only NSW Waterwatch equipment and NSW Waterwatch methods to obtain results.
5. Update equipment and methods in line with any reviews by NSW Waterwatch.
6. Ensure that all equipment is kept in good condition and that meters are calibrated to produce accurate results.
7. Participate in training and refresher sessions.
8. Participate in the quality assurance testing (QA) as arranged by NSW Waterwatch.
9. Communicate and share results with sponsors.
10. Enter water quality test results onto the Waterwatch website after testing. 
11. Contact your local NSW Waterwatch contact in the event of a pollution incident.
12. Contact your local NSW Waterwatch contact and sponsor if you no longer wish to participate in Waterwatch testing.
13. Review your Community Waterwatch Plan as appropriate.
14. Participate in activities organised by the NSW Waterwatch network in your area e.g. water bug surveys, snapshot monitoring events, QA.

?, Teacher - Waterwatch
Signature:__________________________________Date:___________

?, Principal - approval & support for Waterwatch activities in this School
Signature:__________________________________Date:___________


?, local Waterwatch contact or Coordinator

Signature: __________________________________Date: ___________


Disclaimer: NSW Waterwatch advises that those who participate in the Waterwatch do so at their own risk. No responsibility or liability is accepted for any injury, loss or damage, however caused, arising from any participant’s involvement in the organisation, conduct or participation in the Waterwatch program.

Once signed, please forward to your local Waterwatch contact to keep on record, or to nswwaterwatch@gmail.com
 Relating Monitoring Objectives to Monitoring Types
Use this table to identify the types of monitoring that will achieve your goals.
	
Outcomes
	
Monitoring Objectives
	Types of Monitoring

	
Capacity Building
	· Increase community education and awareness
· Increased community skills
· Planning at the property scale
	All types of monitoring


	                                           Natural Resource Condition
	Water Quality
	· Assess current condition of waterway.
	Snapshot assessment

	
	
	Establish baseline values for the waterway.
· Monitor trends through time—both natural and human driven variation over time
· Detect any pollution events or pest species outbreaks
· Develop local water quality guidelines

	Baseline condition and trend (routine) monitoring


	· 
	· 
	· Estimate the effect of an event such as rainfall on water quality. This may include sediment, nutrient and salt inputs (loads) during high flow events.
	Event monitoring – may include a number of samples during and after the event. 



	· 
	· 
	· Assess impact of a land use or pollution source.
	Impact assessment


	· 
	· 
	· Assess effectiveness of a management action
	Restoration assessment

	· 
	· 
	· Investigate causes of a particular water quality or river health issue
	Investigative studies using a variety of assessments

	
	Aquatic Ecosystems
	· Aquatic biodiversity
· Ecosystem health
	· Water bug surveys
· Frog/ waterbird survey
· In-stream habitat assessment.

	
	Riparian Vegetation
	· Assess Riparian Condition
· Identify priority sites for investment/management
· Assess impacts of management changes.
· Assess impacts of                   on-ground works.
	· Riparian Condition Assessments





1

2
High School Waterwatch Plan
image2.jpeg
waterwatcH
NN NN
B
NN
NEW SOUTH WALES

ymmunities Caring for Catchments




image1.jpeg
waterwatcH
NN N
Y e e
B W W o
NEW SOUTH WALES

Communities Caring for Catchments




